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2008 MAN
OF THE YEAR
STUART SALLES
ESQUIRE ATTORNEY AT LAW

Stuart Salles is an attorney admitted to practice

in the Courts in the State of New York, the Federal

Courts and the Supreme Court of the United States.  He

has been a practicing attorney for over thirty-five years.

He graduated from Baruch College of the City College

of New York with a Bachelor of Business

Administration.  Thereafter he graduated from Brooklyn

Law School with a Juris Doctor Degree.  He and his

wife Ellen live in Manhattan.  They have two daughters and two grandchildren.

Over the last thirty years his practice has focused in areas of helping people employed by

the City and State of New York.  He is counsel to many labor unions as well as fraternal organiza-

tions.

For more than twenty-seven years Stuart Salles has never hesitated to help a member of the

Columbia Association of the New York City Fire Department.  Working without fee and around the

clock, he has spent countless hours offering advice and assistance to the Executive Board as well as

the Association's members, whom he calls "the most compassionate people I know."

For thirty years he has written a column for the newspaper "The Sentinel", starting when he

first became counsel to the Civil Service Retired Employees' Association.  He has written about

issues that affect all civil servants employed by any of the New York City or New York State

Departments, as well as any of the public authorities.  The articles report court cases that are of inter-

est to civil servants.  

He has assisted in the preparation, submission and advocacy of many of the pension bills

that have been submitted to the legislature of the State of New York.

He is renowned in all areas of civil service and pension law that affect all municipal

employees.

He has been counsel to many labor organizations as well as managerial associations and has

continuously helped them in all of their legal issues.

He offers a unique and encouraging prospective on the representation of all of his clients,

whom he always considers his friends.  His concern for them -- whether in the leadership or mem-

bership -- has been paramount. 

No case is too small nor issue too insignificant when it involves municipal employees or

members of their families.  He has always made himself available twenty-four hours a day, seven

days a week to a friend in need.

The Columbia Association of the New York City Fire Department honors him this evening

for his untiring effort, commitment, understanding and compassion to all of its members.

He has been there for us, he has helped us and we honor him tonight for his dedication, as

well as the friendship that we have for him and he for us.  (Continued on next page)
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A Letter From 

the President
I hope every one had a Happy Easter.  As you know the Columbia
Association is in its busiest time of the year.  About the time you
receive this message our Cigar night will have passed and as usual
the turn out will be great one for all of us.  

As we move forward besides having a few more events this year,  we
come upon our biggest, and that is the Scholarship Award Dinner.  I
am happy to announce the that our "Man of the Year" is Stuart Salles,
Our "Special Recognition Award" is to Vascular Diagnostics Sandy
Rossano and our "Humanitarian Award" is Frank Russo, Russo’s on
the Bay.   I hope you have your tickets if not contact Craig Silvino, we
look forward to seeing you at this special event.   

In the last issue of our paper your 2008 Dues notice was sent, we now
have sent out an arrears notice.   Please, get your dues in ASAP, with
rising costs it will help us avoid sending any additional mailings.  It is
through your loyal support that keeps this Organization going.  If you
are not sure if you are up to date, Check with the Trustees or call Steve
Forlenza you can even check with us at a meeting.   Please send in
your dues.

In March we had our Scholarship exams Check the paper for all the 
details on the winners.  

Watch for our Collectible car show in June, which was a great hit last
year. 3rd Vice President Dennis DiTucci promises a better show. 

Ted Forlenza, Staten Island Trustee is going full steam with the 2008
Lottery tickets, so get them in you still have time.  First prize is $10,000,
Please take a ticket or get some friends to come in with you.  This money
is used for our Scholarship fund, and always that’s what we are all here
for. 

In November we are going to Sunny Portugal.  Reservation must be in
call me or check out the web site for all the information

Please support the greatest Association by becoming a member.  Attend
our monthly meetings where you can gain vast knowledge from our
members who are active or retired; meet some friends you haven’t seen
and enjoy good food.  We will be bringing in people to speak from the
job so that they might share with us trends of changes in the job.  And
please support our trips and various fund raisers that we put together, its
all for our Scholarship fund.

Thank you and Stay Safe,
Buddy Santangelo

(Continued from cover)

SPECIALRECOGNITIONAWARD
V A S C U L A R  D I A G N O S T I C S  D I R E C T O R

SANDRA ROSSANO
Sandra was born to Peter and Margaret Rossano in the Park Slope section of Brooklyn.

Her grandparents Nicola and Benedetta emigrated from the farming town of Bitetta, in Bari.

They arrived at Ellis Island as a newly married couple with hopes and dreams of opportuni-

ties in America. They settled in the lower Eastside of New York and soon got their own

three-story home with a Salumeria on the first floor. Grandma operated their Deli while

Grandpa had his own fruit and vegetable store nearby. They raised eleven children into what

they called Americanized Barrese. Her Father, Mother and many Uncles all had their own small businesses in New York City.

Sandra has been a Director at Vascular Diagnostic in Flushing, Queens since 1981. I feel that the success of my career at Vascular

Diagnostic is in large part due to my family heritage. Italian-American culture trained me to remain open to the ideas and aspirations of others and

not to fear possible failure. Sunday afternoon family dinner allowed my family and me to discuss everything New York, especially working and

doing business in the most diverse city in the world. The art of enjoying food and how to pace the intake in order to taste the ricotta cheese pie at

the end while talking and laughing the whole three or four hours may seem excessive today but it is cherished in my memory. We were able to hear

stories about everything from the current news to how things were done in Italy. It was in many ways Italian Therapy. The more you talked about

your problems, the more someone at the table would want to give you a solution. In our busy world, the Sunday dinner for four hours may now

only be Birthday or Holiday dinners, the food is low-fat lasagna, turkey meatballs, and frozen yogurt for dessert, but the importance of family dis-

cussions, and of course, solutions are still with us. I could not have known how wonderful it is to be from such a rich culture until I traveled out-

side of New York City and realized not everyone was so lucky.

The first of many surprises about my heritage began while living in New Jersey and Minnesota. Outside New York City, Italian-

Americans are often considered suspicious, and coming from Brooklyn only added to that aura of negativity. Many years passed before I found a

way of changing this misconception. Over 13 years ago, I joined the Coalition of Italo-American Associations in the hope of fostering a more pos-

itive image of Italian-Americans, especially in the media. Sandra is a Board Member of the Coalition of Italo-American Associations, member of

the Committee for Ellis Island Medals of Honor, National Ethqic Coalition of Organizations (NECO), Gift of Life, Inc. and The Forum. .

My greatest achievements in life are having the gift of two wonderful sons, Russell and Darren. Russell and his wife Gina will be blessed

with having their first child this December. Although the Americanization continues, it is still my goal to show by my example the values that my

Grandparents and Parents showed me. Sandra resides in Dyker Heights-with her childhood sweetheart, Peter. I am honored to be able to help the

Corrections, Police and Fire Association members through Vascular Diagnostics testing program for early detection and prevention of cardiovas-

cular disease that is tailor-made for people with high-risk jobs. We have a great staff of professionals that are like a good Italian-American family

working hard, loyalty to each other and the patients they serve, along with a feeling of great pride in their accomplishments.    (Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

HUMANITARIAN AWARDED TO
FRANK RUSSO JR.
Russo's on the Bay

Opened in the fall of 1987 by Frank Russo Jr., Russo's On The Bay has always strived or

excellence. As a recipient of the New York City's prestigious "Golden Apple Award" they

serve the finest quality of foods for all type affairs you are planning; corporate or social.

Frank Russo Jr. has supported the Columbia Association for over 10 years.  The generosity

of the Russo family reaches out to all the Columbia Associations in Civil Service.  The mem-

bers of the FDNY are always treated as family for their company dinner dances, memorials,

and fundraisers.  Frank Russo Jr.  treats a Line of Duty Death of the Fire Department as a

loss of one of his own.  In Italian tradition Russo's on the Bay arrives at the door of the firehouse with his elbows, and grieves with

the Company.  Frank Russo Jr. is a humble, shy man who always does the right thing.

Learn to Speak 
Italian Winners

The International Columbia

Association sponsored a lottery

"Learn to Speak Italian" where

members of the Columbia

Association FDNY, submitted

there names and was selected

from a drawing. The winners are

reimbursing for tuition and costs

up to $300 each. The drawing

was held at the general meeting

on Mar.11th. Congratulations to:

1. Gregory A. Papa

2. Richard Spatafora

3. Cathy A. McCrorie

F O A M
TACTICS
BC Sanf i l ippo and Asst
Chief  Spadafora at  our
B ronx  membersh ip
mee t i ng  p resen ted  a
PowerPT discuss ion of
the  use  o f  Foam and
tact ics  used at  Queens
-  Box  8063  -  No r th
Condu i t  Ave /Van Wick
Expressway -  March 3,
2008.

A 9,000-gal lon gas t ruck over turned and burs t  in to
f lames at  around 1215 hours.  Approx imate ly  280 f i re-
f ighters  used a spec ia l  a lcohol -based foam to douse
the f lames.  The f i re  was deemed under  cont ro l  in
approx imate ly  two hours.  The dr iver  o f  the tanker  was
k i l led by the ext reme condi t ions.   Spec ia l  thanks to
Asst  Chief   Spadafora and BC Sanf i l ippo.
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Reserve your tickets now!


